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From The Principal Continued from Pg 1

The goals for the professional development efforts are:
collaborate on student learning, to move toward more rigd
ous, consistent curriculum across the middle school p
grams, to design common assessments to measure our
trictds progress, and to e
at student work. We are excited about this opportunity t

work with our colleagues from Diamond Middle School anfais and costumes you'll love the Annual Lexing

look forward to the progress we believe we will achieve.

Cheer On Clarke Staff Teams at LEF

to Trivia Bee
I

[OFhursday, November 5th at 7:.00 pm at

@&y Hall . Admission is free.

xamine results for Il ear 1

PIf you like game shows like Jeopardy, along with fu

Education Foundation Trivia Bedt's a friendly battle
of wits starring your teachers, friends and neighb
from Lexington, allin a fun
fundraiser for LEF's grant prg
Parents and children are i

grams.
vited to cheer on Clarke's eru-

dite educators as they lock

Sincerely,
Dr. Flynn
FromThe JCSA
ltds hard to believe that

the trees are changing and there has already been snov
the ground. It is comforting to know that our kids are settle

into Middle School, making new friends and figuring out ha

to navigate their way around Clarke. It is a very exciting 4
busy time in their lives and watching them grow and becd
more independent is very exciting.

November has a lot going on. There are Teacher confeMichelle Bartley, Krystal Bavin, Kerry Richmond

ences, so there is only one 1/2 day and two no school d
Please remember to support the Clarke Library Book F
which runs from Nov.1219. We also hope to see you all §
another great Parent Coffee on Nov. 17 from945 run by
our school social workers. This month the topic is Boys
cial Development and in December the topic will be Gi
Social Development.

We hope the transition to school has been an easy one
both you and your children. Our next JCSA meeting will
on Thursday November 5 at 8:30am.

We hope to see you at one of the meetings. If you have
guestions or concerns please let us know.

Sue Wilnerw.wilnersb@yverizon.net
Deb LapideDeb@Lapides.US
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1l out who will be the master
f minutia. Refreshments, admission, hijinks and hild

"%e all free. Children must be accompanied by an ad

.h%rns with, the other Lexing- _
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"Sur Clarke Trivia Bee Teams are:
The Clarke Bulldogs

e Clarkies

alPeggy Gavin, Justin Hemm, Chuck Mountain
itThe Knights Who Say Bee

Audra Alexander, Kenny Laxague, Mark Waldeck
bO-
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1Y What is the capital of Germany?

2. Whose former Red Sox jersey number 6 was
tired this year?

3. What gas do plants produce upon which all ani
life depends?

Clarke Phone Numbers

&

Main Office  781.861.2450 (7:30 &m4:30 pm)
Absence 781.861.2450 x 2000

Guidance 781.861.2450 x 2070

Fax (24/7)  781.674.2043

4. Charlotte Cooper of England was the first wom
to win an Olympic eventIn what sport did she win?
5. What actress starred as Dorothy in the 1939 filj
"The Wizard of Oz?"
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Here's some sample trivia to warm up the grey matter:

[
inny
ton

n

pors

Th

\rity
ult.



mailto:w.wilners5@verizon.net
mailto:Deb@Lapides.US

‘ PAGE3 ‘ JCSA NEWSLETTERNOVEMBER 2009

Parents Rock 4 Clarke!

Parents Rock 4 Clarke took place on Saturday October 24. Parents had a great {ime

sipping the drinks and dancing the night away. A big thank you goes out to Bob €

getting to know new people and chatting with old friends, munching on the goodigs,

ed-

erone and his band the URGE for performing at the event. Additional thank yous|are

> directed to Michelle Mabardy and Sue Wilner for organizing the silent auction ang
transforming Heritage Hall into a sparkling concert venue. Thank you Lisa Boehm

, for

picking up the donated food, Mary Ellen Goodwin, Deb Lapides and Michelle Wright
for helping in the kitchen and to all the parent chefs for donating delectable appetiz-

ers. A huge thank you shout goes out to all who came out to party and those who
purchased the tickets. And | ast, but
-Saana McDaniel and Sue Schiffer

Mike Krupka and Ann Kubik, Chris Garrity, Chuck and Michelle Mabardy, Mary Mabardy, Joseph Walsh,
Goodwin family, Sue and Steve Wilner, Red Sox, Bruins, Venditti family, Karen Skoff, Cake bakery,
Donahue family, Vogel zang family, Abe family, Bi
World Café, Luo family, Cynthia Piltch, Massage Envy, Antonevich family, Paul Mammola/SPA BLOS-
SOMS, Whole Foods in Woburn, DiRe Hair in Waltham, Dance Inn, Golden Paws, Joy McCallum, Lynell
Stern, Lexington Community Education, Deb Lapides, Claudia Nole, Blinds with Vision, My Cleaners,
Sabine Pietri, Heidi Epstein, Jessie Steigerwald, Peggy Gibson, Gaelle de Bernede, Henrietta Mei, Rachel
Prescilla, Dewi Crowe, Jennifer Devine Jewelry, Bonafine Jewelers, Sue Action, Robbie Blackett, EllaBelle
Creations, New England Aquarium, Plimoth Plantation, Urban Adventours, Peabody Essex Museum, De
Cordova Sculpture Par k ReGubeMAvenegeDali, Ndursh, IDleind @a$n,6 s .

Parent Coffees

nb

Clarke Parent Coffees are discussion groups on parenting topics facilitated by professionals. The first 4 talks wjll be f
cilitated by Mia Brousse and Stacy Glickman, CIl ar kleds
seling, psychology and a certificate of graduate studies in family support and parenting education. She is the fqunder
Parents Prepare. Clarke parents and guardians are welcome. All the Parent coffees are in the Clarke 3rd Cafeteffia.

Dates and topics
Tues Nov. 17th Boys' Social DevelopmenStacy Glickman,-9.45 am

Tues Dec. 8th Girls' Social DevelopmentMia Brousse, 9.45 am
Tues Jan. 12th Decreasing Depression and Anxiety in your Middle Schoofgtiacy Glickman,
9-9.45 am
Tues. Feb. 2nd How to End Friendships/Change Peer Grouf&ara Lane,-20 am
Tues Apr.13th How to Have Difficult Conversations with your ChildSara Lane,-20 am
Lexington Safe Routes to School Clarke Middle School Newsletter

Explore the offroad paths and [The Newsletter prints items directly related to the school

sidewalks which lead to your|land the JCSA. Articles are subject to editorial discretion.
school with your neighbors and

“celebrity” community members.|Production  Sumana Rao 781-861-1085
SRTS is just as the name impligs Sachi Srinivasan 781-863-2906
o determining the safest way for your
-] child to arrive/depart from schod|. | Editing Cindy Woods 781-861-5090
Concentrating on safety, exercise Richa Jain 781-533-9530

and fostering a sense of commut
nity, the SRTS program has been effective in increpsis@nd your articles toclarke.newsletter@gmail.com
the number of students who walk, bike, bus, or qarNext Deadline : Friday, November 20th, 2009
pool and in decreasing the number of cars idling at{olr
schools.
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6th Grade Team News

keep it on the board for 5 days Atlanti
Quest you get a prize. We started tlantis

=

?%rade social with

[ n Anci ent Ci ﬂ?errp:ggsigr\%”iho Y 211 aDES Bovarmis Team students are

been studyin : ' ] into the swing of the

for our quizyorg In Science we start_ed talkin chool year. gl’eam par-

quest (quiz anecy" about weather and_cllmate. V\‘eents organized the secony

test). Everyone®¥ found _that Weather IS day to d Yannual Atlantis Team Pi

has enjoyed and climate is over tl_me. The st ic. It was a great chancg

learning  about dents got back their tests arior parents and students

the Iceman. We went over differSaW their results. Everyone diq.’ o iner at Tower Park | St

ent types of dating. We playeffally well y for fun and food. Every-

quiz bowl to get ready for the'n English we s_tarted writing Ol e had a chance to socialize with old and Hew
quest. In addition, we went ovefSSaY and making brain frames qp,

primary and secondary sources N € b_o 0 k, ol sl a S dentgénjoygdr} % fir ?4| t

and cultural and scientific datinﬁiO phinso. We [na¥g Wk G ancrah ovie. Stay funed
We cleaned out our binders tomovie and listened to the @Ry updates on a spring social.
get ready for our next unit. live. We compared the movie aj CQ)ur team webpage is still under constructign.
In  Math, we worked on ourthe bc_)ol_< "’md found _dlffere_nce lease be patient with us as we learn this new
backtracking packets and Workef'i'x‘hd similarities. All kids enjoyg rogram and continue to develop the site. Sju-
with flow charts. We started alt . dents should continue to use their assignment
new system where your namél-hIS month Quest has been %ooks as their primary source for recording
goes on the board, and if yo§UCcCess and the BEST!!IIN homework.

Voyager equipment. Students will be conducting a weather wgtch,
where they need to track and record daily weather.

. . , . o | In _early October, in English, Voyager students gave |oral
This month Ms. Richmond's ancient civilization's Classfbrl Sentations on an MCBA book. Through these presehta-
!ed arc dhieology. \éVT learned ab?]ut tTe prolcesls of exOcI:c ns, we were able to review the other titles on the MCBA
ing and key vocabulary terms. The class also learned apQui ; : . . . : i
Otzi, the Iceman. The students wrote a paragraph about S of twentyfive which will help with the choosing of gn

Iceman, using graphic organizers and notes they took at%%ﬁfr book to read. Our second MCBA book review wil
Otzi. Next up will be the study of Early Humans. n early December. As a class, we are readingge tp

In_ Vovager science. we Terabithiand in addition to a study of the storyline, realigtic
currenill gworkin on 1our Me ﬁction, we will also focus on several types of figurative [lan-
y 4 9 uage found in the text. In writing, using the EmMPOWER

t?oglol_ogytténlt. V;/}ebega'rjlb et hod, we are | earning abo
st yt';g he co S?oosll :3[ . TAdditionally, having completed our grammar unit on kipds
our atmosphere.  students ju 6f sentences, we are moving on to a study of pronouns.
finished an irtlass minproject Voyager math students hale
gﬁ?mngglrregarﬁ] an(riozlesn ¢ just completed a diverse urit

y groups featuring a variety of math to
produce a poster explaining

the following questions: Wh : ics. Included in the unit we
do automobiles make it ha E exponential expressions, gragh-

. . . . . ing exponential growth, ordgr
to improve air quality? What kinds of pollution do automo- g exponential growth, ord

ir

: . . : , - of operations, substitution df
2 - A . N . .
m::toc?/v;z{ a\r/gh;grrllse t/t\::t sp?(llliggzcgotlag tgllmﬁ): Z\Qrsgd =\ variables, estimation, review pf
' y P W\ multiplication & division, and

by cars? How would you encourage people to try to reduice
the pollution from cars? These posters are on display i
room. We will be investigating the reasons for the seas
weather patterns, and the use of different meteorolog @

finally solving 2 step variahjle
%ﬁ ebra equations. Working with decimals related to [the
| world in every way imaginable is what's next on |the
th horizon.
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7th Grade Team News

Endeavor Endeavor mathematicians have beeme Scientific Method,.

Thank you to all families that have sefg"Y busy calculating the following sinéed in English, Endeavor students
in boxes and boxes of tissues and bdfist newsletter:  (Can you read theseutting the elements of the writin
tles and bottles of hand sanitizer. #oud all in one breath?) Evaluating gxecess into action with our first muk
your young person has been out sidk€SSIONS, Order of operations, Propparagraph essay on gratitude. This
this quarter, it is understandable ho®€s of exponents, Negative expagiven Endeavor the opportunity to t

important these classrooms tools ardents, Multiplying and dividing expo-u t Clarkeds new

Thanks again and Endeavor is still B8NS, Scientific notation and the metrgarts. Students have expressed gf
cepting donations! system, and Prime factorization. Contiude over this classroom technolog
Endeavor geographers have Ofﬁcie{ng up nextis Students have also presented their f

completed the first unit of the schoofPdvanced Numbers Sensddook poster proj ¢
year. They have now moved on tEndeavor scientists got to experiendélarke, stop by 333 and check out th

study the climate regions of the worldieldwork first hand by going outside oawesome work! In a_do!ition, studer
and what types of weather pattern | ar ked S campus & wow a@ble ual yentifyg and pbired
one would experience in each. Wouldtructures. During this study, lab pardown the two parts of a sentenc
you like to live in a rainforest? Or perDers created Botany Bottles. Student®mplete and simple subject and cd
haps in a Mediterranean region? shpve also learned how to write a laplete and simple predicate.

dents created lovely thematic maps [€POrt using observation skills duringndeavor Team Reminder: All

lustrating each of the climate regioﬁge PiII_Bug La_b. Next, En_deavor sciefa_eventh—qrade Mayhem Poets
and where they exist on our planet!Sts will continue exploring througlField Trip is Thursday, November

Students are working hargvarious venues the living planet wittB, 2009. Get ready to Slam!

are
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Adventurer
In math, students have being learning about the metric system, scientific notation, exf
(positive and negative), and the order of operations. We are moving to our Advanced Nt
Sense unit that looks at divisibility rules, prime factorization, and finding the Greatest Commc
tor and the Least Common Multiple. It has been a great start to the year!
In English, students are readifibe GivelWe're discussing the importance of setting in this nc
and exploring how the rules of a society impact its residents more than they kespecially whe
they don't question the world in which they live. We're also getting ready for our upcoming fieldtrip. All seventh
ers will attend the "Mayhem Poets," Poetry Slam on November 19th at the Chelmsford Performing Arts Center.
In geography, students are just finishing their study of world climates, and how they affect the survival of the peo
live in these climates. Next they'll learn the details about some of the basic services that impact our lives: water
electricity generation, sewage treatment and solid waste disposal.
I n science, Adventurer students are oOorootedd in t
photosynthesis and understanding why leaves change color in the fall. We are growing plants in our botany b
observe the stages of growth from seed (with a baby plant inside) to seedling (young plant). Next we will be div|
ecology and learning more about land and sea biomes.

grad-

ple wt
suppl

he
Dttles
ng int

Explorer greatest common factors, and least common multiples.

Explorer team has been working hard in all core acadef@Ro9raphy students have spent their time understan
subjects. Students have finished readiing Peaih EnglishPhysical feature vocabulary and have recently start
and have begun preparing for an exciting field trip devoteyntry profile unit in which each student will choose _h|s
to slam poetry. English classes will be involved in wrifi§§ OWn country to research and report on such topics

workshops and will create their own slam poems. The M&FONOmy, population, and climate.

hem Poets will perform selected poems written by the stu- In science, students have finished identifying
dents on the day of the field trip. pharactensﬂcs of living things and WI||'be m
The Explorer team math classes started the year develof ing on to an in depth study of plants includ
advanced number sense skills. Classes reviewed the plant classification, processes, structures

braic properties, learned about negative exponents, and function and adaptations. We will be creat
plored more complex problems involving the order of o our own growth chambers to observe tf
erations. As the quarter continues, students will explc growth of two different types of plants fro

important number theories including prime factorizatic 4 seed to flower

ding
bd a
or
as

) the
ov-
ing
and
ng
e
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8th Grade Team News

ApOIlO happens Obehind the scene
then gas.

Eighth grade teams are abuzz with excitement for gha
Washington D.C. trip. Students recently received informg: ] k“-l”l [
tion regarding the trip, and many were already plan 5 R
their room assignments. review the information with yd
child. -teacher conferences are coming up in the n
month. Look forward to meeting you!

found that there is much enthusias
among students as they examine t

American Revolution. As tension i
the colonies continues to grow, stu

In US History, Mr. Romulus has

(£ many critical events leading to the

s o0

I
ne

n

I'n Apoll o English, Ms . Sk e Bddemst vdll bk xalle tddjeiIre M ag r :

with the following qgquest imodkBewEnyland Towwn Médtingto discss tieir domp

reH i

The Outsiderslo rivalries exist? Rivalries today can cre&ension and philosophical views of the deteriorating rela-

fun traditions, but when and why do rivalries become daienship between England and the 13 English colonies.
gerous? In the coming weeks, students will investigatel in math with Mrs. Lockwood, Apollo students ha:
groups around the worl d beemdpplyiag titeir inawledgé ¢ the farsuistanae t=

and prepare a speech to share their findings. Rate * Time. Application problems can be tricky! this

Mr . Lawrenceds science c bnesTwecars avei4d0imiledapart. Migey dtant gt the sa
study of chemistry, learning about the properties of mattgme and travel toward one another. They meet four hou

Ve
sid

heo
rs

and how those properties are related to the structure dhter. The speed of one car is 20 miles per hour faster than

matter. Our first area of study will be density, answeritige other, what is the speed of the car’?
guestions such as OHow can a supertank

ter?6, and phases of <change, where? OLSEdyHWQSVJEOJG{V\%UVI

D N
ea

Discovery

As the school year progresses, Discovery Team students continue to successfully move throu§gthdeBcurriculum.

Math classes have focused on many topics, includingstegtiequations; in Science students worked toward mastg

ring

measurement skills and abilities through haodsmeasurement activities; In English class, stugents

examples of actions and activities taking place in our busy classrooms.

Outside of the classroom both students and teachers have been active. Discovery students 1
information about several possible opportunities, including learning about the program offer
Minuteman High School and receiving information regarding thgr&de class trip to Washingtd
D.C. Discovery Team teachers were recently able to meet with their colleagues from Dial
Middle School to work on assessments that will be used at both Diamond and Clarke Middle Schools. Discove
teachers look forward to meeting parents and guardians at upcoming conferences.

V\ finished John St e iOhMice antd Meswhila i ¢listary studedts verduved bal
/:/

Ck

to 1765 to take part in a role play of Town Meeting focused on the Stamp Act Crisis. These gre just

bceive
ngs @
n

mond
ry Teé

Garden Club

Garden Club has been meeting on Tuesdays from@n all year. Students are welconge
to join in at anytime during the year. We are busy with many projects for our school,
ronment, and ourselves.

We are busy outside cleaning, planting perennials, shrubs, and bulbs this fall. Hope
our display in the barrels out in the front of the school. We will also be decorating t
for winter and the following spring.

This winter when we can't work outside, we have many projects planned such as " i
gardens, terrariums, beta bowls, and feeding the birds in winter to name a few. W ... 4% ¢
also be selling seeds and tropical plants in the school store. See Mrs. Anderson, club advisor, in room 370 fg
information.

r mor
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Clarke Book Fair is Coming!!

November 1218th, 2009

Mark your calendars! The book fair will be at the IMC Nov-1&" from 7:45am-3:30pm
On Friday the 13, the fair will be open during pareft¢acher conferences from 8:00an
4:00pm. Drop by before or after your conference, or anytime the fair is open.

This is a very worthwhile fundraiser that enables Mrs. Kelly to buy new books fof

school library. In addition, if you would like to donate a book to the library, you can ¢

at 20% off. Book Fairs by Scholastic provides a large selection of books covering

range of interests and ages including some adult book titles. Scholastic accep

checks and credit cards. Start your holiday shopping early!

Hope to see you there. If you would like to help out at the fair, contact Karen Skq
skoffmagid@comcast.net call (781) 8615088. Thanks!
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Socials Schedule

The first social of the new school year began with the sixth grade social on Friday, Octobe
from 3 - 5 pm in the cafeteria. There is only one grade at each social and the JCSA organi
socials for each grade, one in the fall and one in the spring. Please see the complete schg
low.
The sixth grade socials take place right after school on a Friday afternoon in the cafeteria.
tion to a DJ playing music, there is also a movie shown in the auditorium and board ganm
nearby classroom. Seventh grade and eighth grade socials begin at 6:30 pm and are hd
gym. Admission is $5.00 per student and a signed permission form is required. Permissio
are sent home a few days before each social. These fun events are chaperoned by bot}
staff and parents.
For more information, contact Bhavani Tirupatit#tavanitpt@yahoo.com

Friday, November 6, 2009; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, 7th grade social, Clarke gym
Friday, December 11, 2009; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, 8th grade social, Clarke gym
Friday, March 5, 2010; 3 - 5 pm, 6th grade social, Clarke cafeteria
Friday, April 9, 2010; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, 7th grade social, Clarke gym

Friday, June 4, 2010; 6:30 - 8:30 pm, 8th grade social, Clarke gym

Shakespeare is Alive and Well at Clarke

I 16th,
res tw
pdule |

n add
es in
eld in
n forn
Clarl

The news this month that the Shakespeare & Company theatre in the Berkshires is struggling t
stay open due to financial troubles is very unfortunate. The cultural arts need our support!

Luckily for usJCSA is once again funding the annd&lT (Arts Created Together) progran

for all students at Clarke. On January 26, 2010, the 6th and 7th grade students can lgok for

ward to seeing the fabulous and funBhakespeare Guyz perform "Avon Callinghrough
YAMA (Young Audiences of Massachusetts). The 8th graders will/sséiidSummer Nigh
Dream'offered byShakespeare Now later in the spring. These programs tie in directly \
the English Department and are designed to enhance the curriculum by making Shak

more accessible to the teen and pteen audience. GO BARD!!!

s
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