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Dear Clarke Families, 

 

Fall is upon us already and we 

are off to a great start so far 

this school year.  The sixth 

graders have successfully tran-

sitioned to being middle school 

students and have mastered 

their schedules as well as their 

lockers. The seventh and 

eighth graders are also getting 

used to new teams and meet-

ing new friends. As I walk 

through the building through-

out the day, classrooms are 

bustling with activity and teach-

ers and students are already 

engaged in lessons, projects 

and daily routines.  On Thurs-

day September 24th, we held 

our òBack-to-School Nightó 

and parents had the opportu-

nity to move through a daily 

schedule seeing the classrooms 

and hearing about the curricu-

lum and expectations from 

each of the teachers.  I enjoyed 

meeting new parents, recon-

necting with Clarke families, 

and observing the energy in the 

building. 
 

Parent Conferences are com-

ing soon.  The conferences are 

scheduled for November 13th 

(all day), November 20th (half 

day), and December 4th (half 

day). As a result of limited con-

ference times, team leaders 

will be mailing home invitations 

for specific students in early 

October.  
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October  
Thur 1 JCSA Meeting 8.30-9.30 am 

Thur 1 Magazine Drive Assembly (Drive runs 10/1-10/13) 

Tues 6 Boston- Lexington Potluck in 

Boston 

6-7.30 pm 

Wed 7 Parent Coffee, 3rd Cafeteria 9-9.45 am 

Mon 12 Holiday No School 

Tues 13 Magazine Drive- Last day to turn 

in orders 

  

Tues 13 Apollo Team Sponsored Breakfast 

Wed 14 Professional Development No School 

Fri 16 6th Grade Social 3-5 pm 

Tues 20 Picture day   

Sat 24 Parents Night Out, Heritage Hall 7-11 pm 

November  
Tues 3 Challenge Team Sponsored Breakfast 

Thur 5 JCSA Meeting 8.30-9.30 am 

Fri 6 7th Grade Social 6.30-8.30 pm 

Tues 10 6th Grade Concert 7.30 pm 

Wed 11 Holiday No School 

Thur 12 7th/8th Grade Concert 7.30 pm 

Fri 13 Middle School Conference Day No School 

F-Thu 13-19 Clarke Book Fair   

Tues 17 Parent Coffee, 3rd Cafeteria 9-9..45 am 

Thur 19 Choral Concert 7.30 pm 

Fri 20 Middle School Conference Day 11 am dismissal 

Thur 26 Holiday- 1/2 Day 11.45 am dismissal 

Th/Fri 26/27 Holiday No School 

December  
Fri 4 Middle School Conference Day 11 am dismissal 

Tues 8 Discovery Team Sponsored Breakfast 

Tues 8 Parent Coffee, 3rd Cafeteria 9- 9.45 am 

Thur 10 JCSA Meeting 8.30-9.30 am 

Fri 11 8th Grade Social 6.30-8.30 pm 

Thurs 24-1/3 Vacation Week No School 
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It is not always easy to be a parent of a middle school student.  

The kids leave early in the morning to go to school that most 

of us still do not know how to navigate, we do not know most 

of their classmates, and we have a vague sense of who their 

teachers are.  Gone are the days when we had a firm handle 

on every aspect of their school experience.  But that is exactly 

how it should be.  The kids are on a new path that leads to-

ward independence.  All we need to do is to empower them, 

step out of the way and let them proceed.  Still, there are ways 

to support them from the sidelines.  Become part of the 

Clarke community by participating and volunteering. 

 

October is an excellent month to jump in and become in-

volved.  We are very busy with two major fundraisers happen-

ing this month.  On October 1st, we will be kicking off the 

Magazine Drive.  We urge you to support it.   Past fundraisers 

have helped the JCSA sponsor and enhance many important 

programs at Clarke.  We will also be hosting a Parents Night 

Out on Saturday, October 24th.  Please 

come and support Clarke School while hav-

ing a blast. There will be food and drink, 

music and dancing, and a silent auction. 

 

We will also be going to Boston for the 

Boston-Lexington Potluck.  Please join us 

for a fun night with great food.  If you 

would like to carpool from Lexington, 

please contact  Jody Petner at jpetner@sch.ci.lexingtonma.us 

or Gail Cody at cody@sch.ci.lexingtonma.us or call 781-861-

2450. 

Parents and children are invited.  Look for the flyer at the end 

of this newsletter. 
 

We still need volunteers -- especially 7th grade parents --for 

the Committee Chair positions for the 8th Grade Closing 

Ceremony.  P lease contact  Sue Wi lner  a t 

w.wilners5@verizon.net if you are interested.  You may not be 

able to volunteer at school because you work full time, but 

there are many opportunities to help from home.  For exam-

ple- you could write Clarke feature articles for the Minuteman, 

or if you enjoy cooking and baking, your talent can shine when 

your childõs team hosts the Team Breakfast for the staff.  

There is something for everyone. 

The middle school years are three short years; we en-

courage you to be an active participant during that 

time.  Our next JCSA meeting will be on Thursday, 

October 1, at 8:30 am.  JCSA meetings are open to the 

entire Clarke community.  We will be discussing the 

Washington, DC trip and the two upcoming fundrais-

ers. 

We hope to see you there or at our first Parent Coffee 

on Wednesday, October 7th. 

 

Sue Wilner   w.wilners5@verizon.net 

Deborah Lapides   Deb@Lapides.US 

From The Principal continued from pg1 

Once these conferences have been scheduled we will 

be mailing home invitations for the remaining conference 

times. We ask that you schedule a conference with the team 

only if you feel that there is an issue that needs to be discussed 

or information that needs to be shared. Of course, if there is a 

need to meet with the team later in the year you are welcome 

and encouraged to contact the teachers at that time. 

 

Dr. Flynn 

From The JCSA  

  

Clarke sent five adult teams to the Lexington Educa-

tion Foundation's Trivia Bee last year.  Our erudite 

educators wowed 'em with their mastery of minutia.  

Please help us to send our teachers and parents again 

this year by making a donation of any size to help de-

fray the $375 per team entry fees.  All donations, pay-

able to LEF, are tax-deductable.  The LEF Trivia Bee 

raises close to $16,000 annually to support grant pro-

grams for the Lexington Public Schools.  Clarke re-

ceives an average of about $23,000 annually from LEF, 

funding everything from smartboards to snowshoes.  

There is a box for donations in the main office.  Thank 

you!   
  

And please remember to come out and cheer for our 

Clarke Bee teams at the LEF Trivia Bee at Cary Hall 

on Thursday, November 5th at 7 pm.  Admission, re-

freshments and hilarity are all free.  Go Bulldogs! 

Calling All Trivia Buffs  

  

If you are a Clarke family 

who's new to Lexington, 

please join us at a special 

event just for you.  On 

Tuesday, October 

20th at 3 pm , new 

Clarke parents and stu-

dents are invited for an 

afternoon of fun in the 

cafeteria. There will be food and drink, activities for 

the students and a chance for adults to meet.  Ques-

tions?  Contact Welcome New Families co-chairs  

Regina Wiryaman, regina.wiryaman@rcn.com  

781- 863-2267 or  

Susan Harris, susanharrisjames@mac.com  

781-367-4295. 

Welcome New Families  

mailto:jpetner@sch.ci.lexingtonma.us
mailto:cody@sch.ci.lexingtonma.us
mailto:w.wilners5@verizon.net
mailto:w.wilners5@verizon.net
mailto:Deb@Lapides.US
mailto:regina.wiryaman@rcn.com
mailto:susanharrisjames@mac.com
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The Newsletter prints items directly related to the school 

and the JCSA. Articles are subject to editorial discretion.  

 

Production Sumana Rao  781-861-1085 

  Sachi Srinivasan  781-863-2906 

Editing  Cindy Woods  781-861-5090 

  Richa Jain   781-533-9530 

 

Send your articles to: clarke.newsletter@gmail.com 

Next Deadline         : Monday, October 19th 

Clarke Middle School Newsletter  

Magazine Drive Kicks Off 

Thursday, October 1st  
  

JCSA's major fund-raiser, a magazine 

drive, begins Thursday, October 1st 

when students receive catalogs and 

order forms at a school assembly. 

Your support is really important to make this fundraiser a 

success! Orders can be turned in during homeroom from 

Monday, October 5th, through Tuesday, October 13th. 

Clarke receives 40% of the subscription price for each 

magazine. You can order new subscriptions or renew exist-

ing ones through this fundraiser. Some books and CDõs are 

also available. Items ordered through the catalog take about 

10 - 12 weeks to fulfill, and must be accompanied with a 

check or cash. 

  

Magazines can also be ordered online through the QSP web-

site. (When ordered online, you can expect to receive your 

subscription in 6 ð 8 weeks). The link to the site is: http://

www.qsp.com. Click òShop Nowó in the gold box. The 

School Code for ordering is 425008089. Using this code will 

ensure that Clarke gets credit for the sale. When your or-

der is complete print out the receipt and your Clarke stu-

dent can submit it for prize credits. Relatives ordering 

online should email or fax the receipt to the student, in or-

der for the student to receive prize credits; (either way, 

Clarke School will receive credit for the sale). Magazines can 

be ordered online all year, and Clarke will continue to re-

ceive 40% of all orders.  

 All orders submitted during homeroom on Monday, Octo-

ber 5th, will be eligible for additional bonus prize tickets. 

(Double tickets for 1 ð 7 subscriptions, books or CDõs pur-

chased; triple tickets for 8 or more items ordered). Prize 

tickets will be awarded for sales brought in during the week 

between Monday, October 5th and Tuesday, October 13th. 

(Prize tickets will be awarded for both catalog and Internet 

orders.) Our prize table will be open during lunches on 

Tuesday, October 6th; Thursday, October 8th and Thurs-

day, October 15th. Prize tickets can also be donated, and 

will be used to purchase holiday gifts for families in need 

through the Anne Sullivan Center. 

  

Additionally, in order to encourage more Internet orders 

during that time, we will be raffling off an iPod nano (the 

new model with video.) For each Internet order submitted 

by your child (from 10/1 ð 10/13), he or she will receive 1 

chance to win the iPod.  

  

If you have any questions, please contact Ronni Skerker 

(781-862-4991 or rskerker@rcn.com) or Pam Iuliano (781-

402-0026 or iuliano@yahoo.com)  

  

Online and offline 40% of the purchase price goes to sup-

port Clarke Middle School. Last year, we raised approxi-

mately $19,000 through this fundraiser, which is used to 

support JCSA activities and projects. Your support is really 

important. Thanks. 

Parent Coffees  
 

Clarke Parent Coffees are discussion groups on parenting topics facilitated by professionals.  The first 4 talks will be facili-

tated by Mia Brousse and Stacy Glickman, Clarkeõs Social Workers.  Clarke parents and guardians are welcome.  All are at 

9-9:45 am in the Clarke 3rd Cafeteria.  

  

Dates and topics:  

  

Wed Oct. 7   Time Management/Organizational Strategies - Mia 

Tues Nov. 17   Boys' Social Development - Stacy 

Tues Dec. 8    Girls' Social Development - Mia 

Tues Jan. 12    Decreasing Depression and Anxiety in your Middle Schooler - Stacy 

 

 

 

Main Office  781.861.2450 (7:30 amñ4:30 pm) 

Absence 781.861.2450 x 2000  

Guidance  781.861.2450 x 2070  

Fax (24/7)  781.674.2043 

Clarke Phone Numbers  

mailto:clarke.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:rskerker@rcn.com
mailto:iuliano@yahoo.com
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Voyager  
 

The 2009-2010 school year is off to 

an exciting start.  At our Team 

breakfast last Thursday, we enjoyed 

French toast, scrambled eggs, potato 

puffs, fruit, juice, and milk.  We sat 

with other students who shared our 

same birthday month.  This gave us 

an opportunity to meet and get to 

know new classmates.  We then participated in team build-

ing activities both inside the cafeteria and outside at Franklin 

Field.  Chicken baseball lives!  We are looking forward to 

more team activities later in the fall. 

 

In English, we have started participating in the MCBA (MA 

Childrenõs Book Award) contest for this school year.  We 

will read books from a list of 25 nominated titles. Each of us 

has a different title and will be giving oral presentations to 

the class soon. Our goal is to read at least five books from 

the list by the end of February.  Additionally, in grammar, 

we have begun our study of the parts of speech with the 

ònounó.  We will also begin learning about the EmPower 

writing method and will incorporate its steps into a variety 

of writing activities. 

 

Voyager ancient civilizationõs class is off to a great start. The 

first unit that we are covering is culture. The students have 

spent the last couple of weeks gathering information about 

their family history. During class, students have shared infor-

mation about themselves to their peers. The acronym that 

the ancient civilization classes are using for culture is EMER-

ALDS (environment, math, economy, religion, art, laws and 

government, daily life, and social structure). Shortly, we will 

be moving on to our next topic, which is mapping. Students 

will learn mapping terms, how to read a map, and how to 

use an atlas.  

 

Welcome to Voyager Science!  This is going to be a very 

exciting year in room 319!  Right now we are working on 

learning and reviewing the metric measurement system.  

We will be working with various scientific equipment includ-

ing rulers, graduated cylinders, overflow containers, and tri-

ple beam balances.  We also worked on creating data tables 

and graphs.  Our first lab took place in mid-September.  Stu-

dents used the Scientific Method to collect data in the class-

room.  The question they were looking to answer was, "Out 

of the three different types of balls, which one will bounce 

the highest?"  Students worked in lab groups and carefully 

collected their data.    Each student then wrote a formal lab 

report.  The metric measurement unit will take us into the 

beginning of October.  At that time we will begin studying 

Meteorology! 
 

Voyager math students are now creating colorful exponen-

tial growth graphs.  Next, they will be expanding their un-

derstanding of the "order of operations". Students will be 

asked to rearrange the letters in the famous acronym PEM-

DAS into 3 additional sequences, thereby indicating their 

understanding of the operations that are grouped versus 

those that occur alone.  The students also create 

"parenthesis puzzles" with which they challenge their class-

mates to solve by properly placing the parenthesis to make 

a given equation "work". 

Atlantis  
 

Atlantis Team students are off to a great start.  

Coming from a number of different elementary 

schools, we are learning about each other and be-

coming a team.  We have learned our way around 

the building, and we can open our lockers (most of 

the time).  Our team parents are busy collecting 

student information to help plan activities for us 

during the year.  The team breakfast in September 

was a wonderful opportu-

nity for getting together 

with old friends and making 

new friends.  The Atlantis 

Team is taking advantage of 

the final weeks of nice 

weather by enjoying out-

door recess whenever we 

can.  We look forward to 

an exciting year. 

6th Grade Team News 

Quest  

Math  - with Mrs. Eastwood -

 We've been studying order of 

operations and learning about 

working together with our table 

groups and other classmates so 

that everyone can have a good 

time! 

English- with Ms. Bavin  - We 

have studied different types of 

nouns and are now read-

ing Island of the Blue Dolphins by 

Scott O'Dell. We're also work-

ing on identifying tasks within 

writing prompts. 

Science- with Mr. Rogers  -

 We've learned 

each other's 

names and about 

height and arm-

length and have 

lately been fo-

cusing on col-

lecting data and graphing, both 

individually and in lab groups. 

Ancient Civilization  - with 

Mrs. Petner  - We have 

learned a lot about the things 

that make up a culture and re-

cently started studying a volcano 

called Mount Vesuvius and the 

civilizations it affected. 
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Adventurer  
 

 

Adventurer Team students are off to a great start! In science 

we have made data tables, observed organisms in their natural 

habitats, and are practicing the scientific method (and singing 

about it)!   In world geography we are learning to read and 

make maps. Climates are next and itõs a hot topic!  In math, all 

classes started learning about the different properties, and 

now we are moving on to our unit on order of operations.  In 

English we are reading short stories and looking closely at various types of conflict.  Our 

next adventure will be to correctly use direct quotes.  We are looking forward to a 

great year! 

Explorer  
 

Explorer team is off to a great start 

this school year.  English classes have 

set their sites high by composing let-

ters to the President of the United 

States.  Not only has this given stu-

dents the opportunity to express 

their views on important issues, but 

also work on their letter writing skills.  Geography students 

have been introduced to the basic topics in geo and had a 

great time drawing latitude and longitude lines on oranges 

and then peeling them to understand distortions that occur 

when projection maps are made.  Math students are honing 

their skills working with order of operations and reviewing 

key concepts learned in 6th grade. Finally, science students 

have created ad campaigns for lab safety and are now devel-

oping their understanding of the scientific method by devis-

ing an experiment to test certain pill bug behaviors and pref-

erences. 

 

If you have not yet seen it, check out the new Explorer 

homework posting web site, teacherweb.  http://

www.teacherweb.com/ma/lexingtonpubl icschools/

clarkeexplorer. 

 

As always, this site should serve as an opportunity for par-

ents to keep track of assignments and generate discussion 

about school work at home, and not as the students assign-

ment notebook. 

7th Grade Team News 
Endeavor  
 

Welcome Back!  Once again, En-

deavor Team is off to a great start 

this year!  Our first team time proved 

to be an awesome team experience 

with a family donation of additional sports equipment to 

Endeavorõs-Team-Time-Sports-Bag.  Teachers observed that 

Endeavor students are well versed in organizing themselves 

into smaller game groups for active outside fun.  Back in the 

classroom, the team has been completing the learning that 

has started the school year.  In math with Ms. Caggiano, Mr. 

Frost, and Ms. McCarthy, students have been learning about 

Algebraic properties and mastering exponents, variables and 

order of operations.  Mr. Thibeaultõs science classrooms 

have reviewed proper safety procedures, which will be car-

ried out during science labs this year.  Presently in science, 

students are creating with the Botany Bottle project while 

learning about the Characteristics of Life Processes. Stu-

dents have jumped right into their studies of our world.  

Geography classes have been full of great conversation 

about what geography means to us, and how it directly im-

pacts our day-to-day lives.  Endeavor geographers have al-

ready explored the major themes of geography, and have 

even written and illustrated some lovely poetry about the 

subject matter.  As we speak, students are in the middle of 

their first geography project.  They are producing some 

writing and artwork related to one of the five themes of 

their choice.  Ms. Saven has found there is much energy and 

enthusiasm among students.  And in English with Mr. Rose, 

itõs been all about studying the reading strategy, SQ3R, re-

viewing paragraph writing, revisiting the five steps of the 

writing process and answering reading comprehension ques-

tions with authority.  Thank you to families that have already 

donated a box of tissue and hand sanitizer.  Endeavor Team 

is still in need of tissue boxes and hand sanitizer.  These are 

important classroom tools all year long.   

http://www.teacherweb.com/ma/lexingtonpublicschools/clarkeexplorer
http://www.teacherweb.com/ma/lexingtonpublicschools/clarkeexplorer
http://www.teacherweb.com/ma/lexingtonpublicschools/clarkeexplorer
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Challenge  

 

Greetings from the Challenge Team!  This year promises to 

be exciting, educational, and enriching, and the team teach-

ers have been impressed with the level of enthusiasm that 

Challenge students have shown thus far.  To this point, Ms. 

Mayõs Science classes have been busy delving into the Scien-

tific Method, analyzing what makes a good experiment, 

swinging pendulums, and shooting off rubber bands in the 

classroom to see what variables come into play in a con-

trolled lab.  Mr. Silin, who rejoins Challenge this year, re-

ports that the Grade Eight Math website is up and running 

at http://clarke.lucylockwood.com.  It contains information 

for all three math levels as well as valuable help resources 

for students and parents alike.  Meanwhile, his classes are 

enjoying their work, which has been focused lately on expo-

nents and variables. 

Additionally, the team welcomes Mr. Mehler, the Social 

Studies Department Chair, who is teaching one section of 

U.S. History this year.  He and Mr. Vincent are working in 

close collaboration, thereby ensuring co-

hesion of curriculum across the team.  So 

far, U.S. History students have waxed phi-

losophical with discussions about the 

meaning and relevance of history.  They 

have also created postcards from various 

Native American regions, appreciated 

Renaissance artwork, and investigated the 

events surrounding colonial settlement in 

the Americas.  Mr. Vincent (who also teaches one English 

section) and Mr. Palladinoõs English classes are busy immers-

ing themselves in Shakespearean verse.  They performed 

The Bardõs A Midsummer Nightõs Dream in the open air of the 

Meehan outdoor classroom, and they will undertake The 

Taming of the Shrew in a fortnight or two. 

Finally, parents and students alike are encouraged to view 

the Challenge Team page, accessible via TeacherWeb on the 

Clarke website.  We look forward to a successful year to-

gether! 

Apollo   

Fresh-eyed and well-rested from the 

long summer days, Apollo students 

are already off to a busy 

start.  Recent class activities and as-

signments have been planned to ac-

quaint students to their teachers and 

classmates.  In English class, students 

have been discovering the compli-

cated nature of romantic relationships through William 

Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. By viewing the 

1935 film version of the play and preparing their own as-

signed scene, students should become more comfortable 

with Shakespeare's language and, hopefully, more apprecia-

tive of this celebrated wordsmith.  Aside from learning 

about the properties and the real number system, students 

in math class are learning a new way to organize their sub-

jects and assignments with the easy to follow òHomework 

Binder System."   Ask an Apollo student to share this new 

strategy, and you just might decide on making one of these 

binders to help organize your busy life!  Interested?  See 

http://www.lucylockwood.com/HomeworkBinder.pdf.  For 

US History, students have had an accelerated overview of 

the story of the first Americans, European exploration and 

settlements to the ònew worldó.   Using diary entries and 

letter writing format, students have creatively shared their 

learning of Native American cultures and adaptations to dif-

ferent environments prior to European contact.  In Science, 

we started the year off with an exploration of how to design 

an effective experiment. We learned how to develop a sim-

ple hypothesis, an independent variable to purposefully 

change to test that hypothesis, and a dependent variable to 

measure any effects that change may have caused. 

8th Grade Team News 

Discovery  
 

Discovery Team students and teachers started the school year by meeting each 

other and beginning their studies in each of the on-team classes. Academic ac-

tivities ranging from science lab experiments and  poetry interpretation to equa-

tion solving and historic diary writing,  greeted students as they quickly and suc-

cessfully returned to the routines of the school year. 

In addition, Discovery Team welcomed Ms. Kathryn Williams as the new Math 

teacher; Ms. Williams joins English Teacher Mr. Chamberlain, Science Teacher 

Mrs. Kaw, and History Teacher, Mr. Davey.  After a great start, Discovery 

Team teachers look forward to a positive and successful school year.  

http://clarke.lucylockwood.com
http://www.lucylockwood.com/HomeworkBinder.pdf

